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contribute towards enhancing public realm through the promotion of the public arts,
cultural diversity and provision of additional facilities and activities where appropriate.

In the defining, promoting and facilitating of cultural wellbeing, the Council will seek to
work in partnership with developers, stakeholders, and the arts and cultural sector to
sustain and enhance York's cultural capacity and character. The Council will produce
an SPD outlining the requirements of the Cultural Wellbeing Plan.

Delivery

o Key Delivery Partners: City of York Council, Developers, infrastructure delivery
partners; Make it York, the Guild of Media Arts and community groups.

¢ Implementation: Planning applications.

Policy D4: Conservation Areas

Development proposals within or affecting the setting of a conservation area will be
supported where they:

i. are designed to preserve or enhance the special character and appearance of
the conservation area and would enhance or better reveal its significance;

ii. respectimportant views; and

iii. are accompanied by an appropriate evidence based assessment of the
conservation area’s special qualities, proportionate to the size and impact of the
development and sufficient to ensure that impacts of the proposals are clearly
understood.

Outline planning applications for development within or affecting the setting of
conservation areas will only be supported if full design details are included, sufficient
to show the likely impact of the proposals upon the significance of the Conservation
Area.

Changes of use will be supported when it has been demonstrated that the primary
uses of the building can no longer be sustained, where the proposed new use would
not significantly harm the special qualities and significance of the conservation area.

Harm to buildings, open spaces, trees, views or other elements which make a
positive contribution to a Conservation Area will be permitted only where this is
outweighed by the public benefits of the proposal. Substantial harm or total loss to
the significance of a Conservation Area will be permitted only where it can be
demonstrated that the proposal would bring substantial public benefits.

Explanation

Conservation areas are defined as ‘areas of special architectural or historic interest
the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance’ in the
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. This Act affords them
statutory protection. They are designated by the Local Authority, normally with
public support, in recognition of their special value in the local context. A list of
conservation areas, along with their boundary maps, character appraisals or
statements, is available via www.york.gov.uk.
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The ‘special interest’ (special qualities and significance) that justifies conservation
area designation is set out in designation statements prepared by the City of York
Council. More detailed character appraisals have been prepared for some
conservation areas. The Local Authority will prioritise the preparation of
conservation area appraisals guided by the following criteria:

¢ When major development sites affect conservation areas, the Council will expect
development proposals to be preceded by the preparation of conservation area
appraisals. Appraisals should be commissioned by the applicant in consultation
with the Local Authority and carried out by appropriately qualified individuals or
organisations following English Heritage guidelines.

¢ Land-holders with conservation areas within their estates will be encouraged to
commission appraisals to better inform management of the estate and to enable
future developments to reinforce its special qualities.

e Appraisals should be prepared when neighbourhood plans are being developed
which affect conservation areas.

Whilst it is the quality and interest of an area as a whole which is recognised through
designation, it is often the cumulative impacts of small changes over time which
erode the special qualities and significance of a place. Where necessary, and with
public support, Article 4 Directions will be introduced to help to control potentially
damaging alterations.

The character of a conservation area is not only formed by buildings and spaces, but
also by the land uses - the resultant activities, their characteristic patterns and forms
and the ambience they create. It is important that proposed changes of use identify
opportunities for enhancement as well as ensuring the special qualities and
significance of place are not harmed. Conversion schemes should respect the scale,
proportion, material and detail of original character.

Permission for the demolition of structures and buildings which make a positive
contribution to the conservation area will be exceptional and where permitted, will not
take place until a contract for implementing redevelopment and/or restoration of the
site has been agreed and planning permission for those works has been obtained.

Delivery

o Key Delivery Partners: City of York Council, parish councils, major land owners
and developers. .

¢ Implementation: Planning applications; and Conservation Area Appraisals

Policy D5: Listed Buildings
Proposals affecting a Listed Building or its setting will be supported where they:

i. preserve, enhance or better reveal those elements which contribute to the
significance of the building or its setting. The more important the building, the
greater the weight that will be given to its conservation; and

ii. help secure a sustainable future for a building at risk;
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